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With You Always 
Matthew 28:20b 

 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

This phrase is one of several verse passage (18-20) with which most 
believers are well familiar.  The passage names in most renditions of the Bible 
have named it “The Great Commission”.  It is a part of the final words from the 
Lord Jesus to His disciples as He was leaving this world and return to heaven 
upon the finishing of His mission here in the world: 

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age.” Amen. (Matthew 28:18–20)  
It is profitable to take this unit as a whole, see how it moves from beginning 

to end and then, consider His final statement as the summary to the entire 
(admittedly short) farewell.  It builds on itself, phrase by phrase and leads us to 
the wonderful and a fabulously assuring statement there in verse 20. 

Let’s take a moment and lay the groundwork to the final little bit of this 
farewell.  We’ll not be spending an immense amount of time on the 
preliminaries and will just use them to direct our thinking so that we can get a 
full and accurate understanding of just what His real and full intent was in this 
final bit of His farewell.   

The beginning of the chapter speaks of a number of familiar things: 
1. The appearance of Jesus to Mary and Mary Magdalene after their 

coming the tomb and experiencing of the earthquake that was a 
portion of the Resurrection.   

2. An angel descended and moved the stone and then sat on it as they 
approached.  He (the angel) had a countenance like lightning and 
clothing white as snow (v2-3).   

3. We’re told that they Roman guards faint for the fear of the angel 
(v4).   

4. The angel that had been sitting on the stone that had been in front 
of the entrance to the tomb spoke kindly and reassuringly to the 
two women (5-7) and The women ran to bring the disciples to the 
tomb.   

5. As they were running to tell the disciples, Jesus met them and told 
them “…do not be afraid…” thus reaffirmed the command that 
they had been given by the angel to go to the disciples.   
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6. He added that they we to tell Jesus’ disciples that they were go to 
Galilee for they would see Him there. (9-10).   

7. We are also told in this chapter that the Roman soldiers were 
bribed by the Chief Priests and Elders to spread the lie that they 
had fallen asleep and that the disciples had come and stolen Jesus’ 
body (11-15).   

8. Finally, just before and setting the scene for the giving of the 
“Great Commission” we’re told that the disciples did, indeed go to 
Galilee to “…the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them” 
which seems to imply that the entire following matter was planned 
by the Lord as what His final interaction with them would be.  It 
was here that we are told that when  

9. There “…they saw Him, they worshipped Him; but some 
doubted”. 

It was there and then that we see (and read of) what has come to be called 
“The Great Commission”.  We should note that this event happened before and 
is not directly connected with the events in Acts 1 that a tells us of Christ’s 
Ascension and return to glory.  This final and very encouraging statement of 
Jesus to his dear disciples has several salient aspects to its’ content: 

 First, he speaks of the authority that has been given to Him by His 
Father, as well as the extent of that authority (“…in heaven and on 
earth”). 

 He then commands these disciples to, once He is gone, “go forth” 
and make disciples (same word as is applied to them many times) 
of all the nations.   

 He tells them, regarding to the disciples made, “baptize them” in 
the same manner in which He had been baptized at the beginning 
of His ministry – “…in the Name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit” thus sanctifying and directing them Tom Whom 
they must place their trust. 

 He further directs them to teach these disciples to build into the 
lives and ministry of these new disciples to “observe all things” 
that Christ had commanded  them (the disciples). 

He then finishes up this “Great Commission” with one of the most thrilling 
and encouraging statements that we read in all of the Bible” 

… and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age”. 
The verb “observe” literally means “to keep in view”.  It is necessarily 

speak of a matter of the matter of physically or emotionally fulfilling a thing or a 
command.  Jesus is not commending us a legalistic observation of all of the 
tasks and/or acts of keeping in order to satisfactorily be what Christ wishes us to 
be or to accomplish what it is that He wants to see accomplished.  One of the 
things that Jesus took the Jewish leaders to task over was their emphasis on the  
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Legalistic observation of the OT Law and calling that doing of the Law suffice 
to to earn God’s favor.   

What Jesus is urging here is that His disciples keep all of the things He has 
commanded them “in view” or actively in mind.  The idea is that we actively 
and as thoroughly as we can, keep what Jesus taught “in view” and let it guide 
our lives and walking after Him.   

We ought to remember that our Lord specifically says that we are to give 
this kind of attention to “all” that He has commanded.  There are no excepts, no 
matter what many people will say about some things that Jesus taught being 
more important and more central to Christian living than others.  How many talk 
about how central Jesus teaching about “love” is and seem to say that loving 
others is more significant that other things that Jesus said.   

And of course, we know that Paul said: 
Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall 

not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not 
steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” 
and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this 

saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfillment of the law. (Romans 13:8-10) 
Further, we cannot conclude that being Biblically loving is a quality to 

pursue at the exclusion of all others, that is simply not so.  But when we think of 
the idea of observing the Law as obedience to God and gaining His blessing or 
favor, we must be careful that we do not misunderstand the statementS of Paul 
or Jesus.   

When Jesus was answering the question by the Scribes concerning just what 
was the greatest of the commandments; he answered: 

Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning 
together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, 

“Which is the first commandment of all?” 
29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments 

is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the 
first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” 
32 So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have 

spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but He. 
33 And to love Him with all the heart, with all the 

understanding, with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to 
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love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” (Mark 12:28-33) 

The Scribes were a group of leaders who stressed the knowing and 
observing of the OT Law above all else; particularly the sacrifices and offerings 
prescribed in the Law of Moses.  Their point of view was that if you did not 
completely and fully do everything that the ceremonial Law commanded, you 
could not be in right standing with God and could never, NEVER reap His 
blessing.  That is remarkably like a number of religions that are around today.  
Jesus teaching was that we were to love the Lord God and to love our neighbor 
as ourselves that’s a considerable amount) and to do so as a supreme and 
efficacious act of obedience to God.  We remember that we are redeemed by 
grace through faith, but that does not “earn” us any favorable standing with God.  
Having been redeemed, we need no more good standing with the Father than 
this redeemed standing already gives us. 

As we have said, at the end of His ministry and as a last instruction to His 
disciples Jesus said: 

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
(Matthew 28:18–20) 

 
Finally, we come to the truly beautiful and profound part of this “Great 

Commission”.  He had finished the command to teach others to observe what 
had been commanded and now he goes on: 

…and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
(Matthew 28:20b) 

This wonderful section begins with a brief Greek verb often used like a 
particle – idou (eeedou) that occurs quite a fair number of times in the NT 
(213x).  It specific form is what is known as the aorist imperative middle voice.  
This is one of those things that appear and warrant a little more consideration in 
order to rightly (and fully) understand what the Bible author meant by using it.  
The “Aorist” tense is kind of the basic past tense in Greek.  It places the action 
of the verb as happening before the subjective part of the sentence in which it is 
used.  In this case, Jesus is saying that the coming phrase… “I am with you 
always,…” Has the root or cause of its’ action – that is the “being with” is 
rooted  in the past.  He is “with us” because of what He has done for us in the 
past.    
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Just as a note, the verb is active and in the middle voice, and is imperative.  
The Middle voice is most often used to speak of reflexive kinds of action. The 
action is “being with” but it is Jesus and not the receivers of it that is actually 
doing the “being with”.  Interestingly, It seems that this “being with” is critical 
to what He has told His disciples to be sure and be doing, namely observing and 
doing all that Jesus has commanded.   

Being in the imperative means that this is NOT just given to be a thing that 
we say “oooooooo, isn’t that nice?” When we hear it.  The imperative is 
normally used for commands, but in this context  it can refer to thing MUST be 
taken into consideration for its’ own value.  Now, the word itself is a word that 
essentially mean “Look!” and is intended to direct us to focus our attention, not 
just on the object, but on the essence and meaning and take in its essential 
impact.  It is as if someone is jumping up and, to get our attention and cause our 
action, he shouts and points saying LOOK!!  Look!  I am with you always!  

Matthew goes on and gets specific about what he is talking about by doing 
as much as shouting “Look”!  The “I”, of course, is a reference back to Christ 
and His ministry to the disciples over the time of His walk and preaching among 
men.  It as much as directly says that he is “with” them in the same personal 
fashion as He was with His earthly disciples.  Of course, we dare not draw the 
conclusion of a physical presence, but rather, must understand it to be a 
reference to the presence of Christ, in the presence of the in dwelling Spirit.  We 
must remember that God is One God in three persons, eternally existent and 
manifest as three.  The word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible.  It is 
generally acknowledged that the Church father Tertullian (ca. A.D. 145-22) 
either coined the term or was the first to use it width direct reference to God.  As 
such, we recognize that it was at about this time that as an explicit doctrine in 
the postbiblical period.  However, the early and supportive stages of its’ 
development can be seen clearly in the NT.   

We could suggest four statements that can summarize or clarify this idea: 
1. God is One:  The God of the OT is the same God of the NT.  His 

offer of salvation in the OT receives a fuller revelation in the NT in 
a way that, as we say, is not entirely different but more complete.  
The doctrine of the Trinity (or Triunity) is not to be seen as an 
abandonment of the monotheistic faith of OT Israel. 

2. God has three distinct ways of being in the redemptive event, 
yet He remains an undivided unity.  This is that God the Father 
imparts Himself to mankind through Son and Spirit without 
ceasing to be Himself is at the very heart of the Christian Faith.  A 
compromise in either the absolute sameness of the Godhead or His 
true diversity reduces what we could call the reality of salvation. 

3. The primary way of grasping the Trinity is through the 
threefold participation in salvation.  The approach of the NT is 
not to discuss the essence of the Godhead, but the particular 
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aspects of the revelatory event that includes the definitive presence 
of the Father in the person of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. 

4. The doctrine of the Trinity is an absolute mystery!  It is 
primarily known, not through reason or speculation, but through 
experiencing the act of grace through personal faith, resulting in 
regeneration. 

We can see clearly that the Bible speaks of this truth: Matt. 3:16, 17; Here 
in Matt. 28:19; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:3-6; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Pet. 1:2; 
Jude 20, 21; Rev. 1:4-5.  It is also true that Divine Titles are applied to all three 
Persons: Ex. 20:2; John 20:28; Acts 5:3-4.  Interestingly, salvation is spoken of 
as the work of all three: 2 Thess. 2:13-14; Titus 3:4-6; 1 Pet. 1:2.  Baptism, we 
are commanded, is to administered in the Name of all three: Matt. 28:19.  Paul 
gave a benediction to the Corinthians in the Name of all three: 2 Cor. 13:14. 

…and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
(Matthew 28:20b) 

And so, we can see that it is in the fullness of the Godhead that Jesus makes 
this promise to His disciples.  Given the nature of the passage in which we read 
it, (given by the mouth of an Apostle and included in the Holy Writ of Scripture 
for you and I to read and receive in fullness and authority.  The is a “personable-
ness” to the promise here that is grasps our attention and enriches our hearts and 
minds.  This is not just a set of facts that we arm ourselves with and call to mind 
from time to time.  Christ intended it to be that which enriches, encourages, and 
uplifts the believer as they walk and seek to serve the Lord.  It is only by 
grasping it as such that we can see this wonderful promise achieve the power 
and impact in our lives that God desired (and does desire) it to have.    

It is well there is One who is ever the same, and who is ever with us. It is 
well there is one stable rock amidst the billows of the sea of life. O my soul, set 
not thine affections upon rusting, moth-eaten, decaying treasures, but set thine 
heart upon him who abides for ever faithful to thee. Build not thine house upon 
the moving quicksands of a deceitful world, but found thy hopes upon this rock, 
which, amid descending rain and roaring floods, shall stand immovably secure. 
My soul, I charge thee, lay up thy treasure in the only secure cabinet; store thy 
jewels where thou canst never lose them. Put thine all in Christ; set all thine 
affections on his person, all thy hope in his merit, all thy trust in his efficacious 
blood, all thy joy in his presence, and so thou mayest laugh at loss, and defy 
destruction. Remember that all the flowers in the world’s garden fade by turns, 
and the day cometh when nothing will be left but the black, cold earth. Death’s 
black extinguisher must soon put out thy candle. Oh! how sweet to have sunlight 
when the candle is gone! The dark flood must soon roll between thee and all 
thou hast; then wed thine heart to him who will never leave thee; trust thyself 
with him who will go with thee through the black and surging current of death’s 
stream, and who will land thee safely on the celestial shore, and make thee sit 
with him in heavenly places for ever. Go, sorrowing son of affliction, tell thy 
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secrets to the Friend who sticketh closer than a brother. Trust all thy concerns 
with him who never can be taken from thee, who will never leave thee, and who 
will never let thee leave him, even “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever.” “Lo, I am with you alway,” is enough for my soul to live upon, let 
who will forsake me. 

 
 


