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Messianic Prophecies of the Old Testament 
Part 1 = Genesis 3:14-15 

Pastor Bill Farrow 

 

I. Christ (the Messiah) would come via the Seed of 
“The Woman” (Eve). 
 Gen. 3:14-15 

14  So the Lord God said to the serpent:  
“Because you have done this,  

You are cursed more than all cattle,  
And more than every beast of the field;  

On your belly you shall go,  
And you shall eat dust  

All the days of your life.  

15  And I will put enmity  
Between you and the woman,  

And between your seed and her Seed;  
He shall bruise your head,  

And you shall bruise His heel.”  

 The Curse of Sin 
 Its’ Cause  

 On the Serpents’ Part (14a) 
 On the Creature’s part (12) 

 On the Serpent 
 The Physical Curse (14b,c) 

 On the Man (15d) 
 On the Woman (15a) 
 On the Entire Race (15b) 
 On the Coming Messiah (15c-d) 

 The Defeat of Man’s Enemy (15c) 
 Affected by Jesus (15c) 

15  And I will put enmity  
Between you and the woman,  

And between your seed and her Seed;  
He shall bruise your head,  

And you shall bruise His heel.”  

 He defeated and destroyed the work of Satan finally and 
forever in the redeemed (15c) 

 The Solution Accomplished by Jesus (15d) 
 Standing as Man’s Representative 
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 Bearing Man’s Punishment 
 Gal. 4:4-5  

4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were 

under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  

 His only Son sent by the Father 
 In the “fullness of time” -  

 A Demonstration of Patience 
 In God’s timetable, when the exact religious, cultural, and 

political conditions demanded by His perfect plan were in 
place, Jesus came into the world. 

 Thus, His walk in perfection and His death was of infinite 
worth - it was NOT just the death of a man (though it was the 
death of a  

 “Sent forth His Son” 
 That the Father sent Jesus into the world teaches His pre-

existence as the eternal second member of the Trinity.  
 Born of a Woman - Born of the Condemned  

 This also emphasizes Jesus’ full humanity, not merely His 
virgin birth (Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:20–25).  

 Jesus had to be fully God for His sacrifice to be of the infinite 
worth needed to atone for sin.  

 This also makes clear the ability of Jesus to stand in for all 
men and to offer Himself as payment for all. 

 But, He also had to be fully man so He could take upon 
Himself the penalty of sin as the substitute for man. See Luke 
1:32, 35; John 1:1, 14, 18. 

 Under the Law as she/we are 
 Like all men, Jesus was obligated to obey God’s law.  
 Unlike anyone else, however, He perfectly obeyed that law 

(John 8:46; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 John 
3:5).  

 His sinlessness made Him the unblemished sacrifice for sins,  
 who “fulfilled all righteousness,” i.e., perfectly obeyed 

God in everything.  
 This He was “the Perfect Lamb of God” and could “take 

away the sins of the World” 
 BTW - This does not say that when Jesus died sins were 

removed then - everyone must still receive the sacrifice or 
they “tread the blood of Jesus underfoot.” 

 That perfect righteousness is also what is imputed to those 
who believe in Him. 
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 With the aim and purpose of accomplishing redemption (Not just a 
visit or rebuke) 

 With the aim of bringing His people back to Sonship 
 All of this was necessary if the work of Jesus was to effectively take place!! 

 Luke tells us this over in… 
 Heb. 2:14 

14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might 

destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  

 Notice the  “THAT” it could be translated “in order that” or “to make 
possible that” 

 Notice the reference to the “destroying” of “him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil” 

 This is a direct tie to what we saw in Genesis 3:14-15: 
 “…He will “bruise” Satan’s head. 
 The word means “to strike at” and implies the idea of a fatal strike. 

“…He shall bruise your head,  
And you shall bruise His heel.” 

 The truth here is that Galatians and Hebrews both predict the 
coming death of the Messiah on Golgotha’s hill 

 The implication is that this is, perhaps, at least one of the more 
significant reasons why Jesus entered the earth at all. 

 Surely there at others as well, but this one stands out. 
 He came to set a naught the effect of the fall and the despicable 

work of Satan described in Genesis. 
 That’s why Hebrews uses the Phrase “that through or by means of 

death”, meaning His death on the Cross.   
 The writer goes on and is specific about just what it was that was 

accomplished by Christs’ death, namely that “…He might destroy 
him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.” 

 Once again we see a reference to what Moses said in Genesis 3 - 
that is - the “bruising” or striking the heal of the coming Messiah. 

 The writer of Hebrews goes on and specifies just what that coming 
Messianic appearance and death would do: 

, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but 

He does give aid to the seed of Abraham.  

 He not only would resolve the penalty due of each sinner before God as 
breakers of the Law and descendants of Adam and Eve.   
 He would release all of them from the bondage of sin in their lives. 
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 It is interesting that the writer mentions that, though there are 
fallen angels that are a part of the result of sin’s presence in the 
creation, what Christ did was not intended as “aid” to them. 

 It was intended as aid to all of those who descended from Abraham. 
 Christ is that promised seed.  
 Since the readers are Hebrews, they would certainly identify 

themselves with this description.  
 The Messiah had been born in the line of Abraham in fulfillment of 

the OT prophecies (Matt. 1:1).  
 One of the chief purposes for the incarnation was the salvation of Israel 

(Matt. 1:21).  
 Yet another purpose was the fulfillment of the Abrahamic 

Covenant in regard to the promised seed.  
 Of all peoples, the Hebrews should be first to recognize the 

significance and importance of the incarnation. 
 Now we also know that one of the great purposes of the work of Jesus 

was not only to provide redemption for the physical seed of Abraham… 
 But also to his spiritual seed, making Abraham the  Father of all of 

the redeemed. 
 And so we see three things here: 

 The Messiah was promised to be seed of the Woman 
 He would come to “bruise” or strike the head of the cause of the fall - 

Satan., with the implication that this “striking” would be the, so-called, 
final death blow to the effect and even presence of Satan in Adam and 
Eve’s progeny. 

 Also, His work would provide a legal and righteous foundation for the 
salvation of the descendants of Abraham; both the Jews and, ultimately, the 
Gentiles. 
 Thus, John can say: 

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved. (John 3:16–17)  

 In closing, we want to note that the phrase “the world” here is not merely 
speaking of everyone everywhere.   
 That is made more clear with the “whosoever” in just a moment. 
 It is more specific in its reference to non-Jews and thus shows the very, 

very broad scope of the finished work of the Lord Jesus. 
 The coming Messiah, in fulfillment of the Prophecy/Promise in Genesis 3; 

would be the foundation of salvation for ALL of the descendants of Adam. 


