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The Messiah Would Come by Means of Noah 
and his Sons.  
(Gen. 9:27, Luke 6:36) 

Pastor Bill Farrow 

 

27 May God enlarge Japheth,  
And may he dwell in the tents of Shem;  

And may Canaan be his servant.” (Genesis 9:27)  

 After the flood had dissipated, Noah and his family took up their lives once 
again. 
 It would take far too much time to fully develop the fullness of what 

Moses (the author of Genesis) had to say in this chapter - we’ll just 
comment of the promise contained herein. 

 This means that spiritual blessings would come to the Japhethites 
through the God of Shem (v. 26) and the line of Shem from which 
Messiah would come. 

 Verses 18-19 rehearses for us the exit of Noah and his three sons (Ham, 
Shem and Japheth) from the Ark.  

18 Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. And Ham was the father of Canaan. 19 These three were the 

sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated.  

 Note that we’re told that all of the nations of the earth came from 
Noah’s three sons; and thus, ultimately, from Noah himself. 

 Verse 20 tells us that Noah and his family began to farm and, likely among 
other things, planted a vineyard from which he reaped grapes and made 
wine. 
 Verse 21 tells us that, thus, he drank and became drunk, ending up 

lying naked in his tent. 
 Verse 22 tells us that his son Ham, who, we’re told, was the father of 

Canaan, saw Noah apparently, lying there in the tent, naked (or at least 
embarrassingly exposed) 
 The text goes and says that Ham, after seeing his father’s condition, 

went out and told his two brothers. 
 We just want to note that there is what is called a contrastive conjunction at 

the beginning of verse 23. 
 It indicates that the reaction of Shem and Japheth was more than just 

different, it suggests that a difference in attitude on their part as well.  
 Whereas, apparently, Ham kind of, sought to ridicule his father, they 

only wanted to cover up his embarrassing situation. 
 Remember that Ham could have taken the same garment that Shem and 

Japheth used and covered his father. 
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 This is borne out with the phrase at the end of verse 23 where we are 
told that they turned their faces away so that they did not see their 
father’s nakedness. 

Now, all of that said, we come to the point we wish to make here.  The OT 
makes very clear the Messiah would arise from the line of Abraham.  All the 
nations of the world would be blessed because of the Covenant that God made 
with one whom he called His friend.  Tracing the family of Abraham 
(backwards - toward Adam) we can see that Abraham arose, ultimately, from 
Shem.  Shem, of course was a son of Noah.  The promises to Abraham and the 
ones to Adam and Eve can ultimately be seen both as be made, in absentia, to 
Noah, his being a part of how he would fulfill those promises. 

24 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26 Serug, Nahor, 
Terah, 27 and Abram, who is Abraham.. (1 Chron. 1) 

The promises of God are often not specific regarding the exacts means or 
methods by which He will accomplish them.  But the end promised is ALWAYS 
a certainty.  One thing we can draw from the Noahic Covenant is that the 
ultimate fulfillment of what God promised in not ever destroying the world 
again via water, at least to some degree, involves the truth that the Messiah will 
bring the time and accomplishing of the end and THAT will NOT be via water, 
but by fire. 

No consideration of Noah and the line of Christ would suit our needs 
without thinking about Noah as being one of the “types” or OT pictures of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the coming Messiah of Israel.  To begin with, a number of OT 
teachers note that the very name of Noah, given when he was born to Lamech at 
the age of 182 (Lamech’s age) and given the Name we know him by, “Noah”.  
The name “Noah” means “rest” and it seems sure that his father regarded him as 
one who would be the “rest-giver” and as one who should provide comfort from 
the toil incurred by the Curse and which was being demonstrated by the entire 
society.  We can see this turmoil and outright rebellion against God as present 
from in the time immediately before and during the life of Noah: 

5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually. 6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the 
earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will 

destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man 
and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have 
made them.” 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. (Genesis 

6:5–8)  

I love verse 8 and the way in which Moses phrased what he had to say 
about what was happening at this time in human history.  It starts with what we 
have seen as a “contrastive conjunction”.  Following the statement of God’s 
anger with the wickedness of men (not just males, but with all alive then) he 
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goes on tells us of the one with whom he was pleased and says: “But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord…” 

Grace speaks of favor or even preciousness and is often used to speak with 
an emotional sense.  Despite all of those who were stimulating God to anger and 
judgment, resulting in the flood which destroyed a of the living on the world; 
God, in His approval of Noah, took steps to save Noah and his family. 

Noah is a picture Christ, as He is the one who enables those whom God 
chooses to be rescued from the coming terrible judgement upon sin and 
rebellion.  Likewise it is He, the Lord Jesus, Who gives rest from the turmoil 
and awful toll that sin has brought to the descendants of Adam in the world.  We 
might also consider that it is the safe haven the Lord Jesus has built for us that 
secures and assures us of safety and rest the world.  It is also He who has 
promised us a safe and restful home throughout eternity as opposed to the 
eternal judgment that will envelope those who refuse His offer of salvation.   

Just as Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, so also, we know that the 
Lord Jesus found grace in His Father’s eyes.   

Luke 2:40 And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. 

Under the blessing of the grace God, Jesus went on and did all the work 
necessary to provide the “ark” that serves as that which rescues those who trust 
him from the terrible calamity of God’s judgment.  Noah and the manner in 
which God used him is, indeed, a type or picture of the Promised Messiah, the 
Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ; He Who gives us rest. 


