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Studying to Answer 
Proverbs 15:28 

 
“The heart of the righteous studies to answer: but the mouth of the 
wicked pours out evil things.” – Proverbs 15:28 (Cf. 18:13; 29:20). 

One of the truly useful (thinking and application-wise) aspects to Proverbs 
is the way that Solomon refers to the more general aspects of the character and 
nature of his readers.  For instance, in this verse he uses the word “heart” to refer 
to the subject area of man that he wishes to be a part of the discussion.  He 
doesn’t go through every individual area that are considered a part of the “heart” 
(the mind, the will, the emotions, the priorities, etc.).  It is, however, in this 
instance fairly clear what he is referring to.  Since the passage is speaking about 
the matter of “righteous studies”, we can easily see that it is the thought and 
understand capacities of man’s nature that are in view. 

What Solomon is putting forth is really about a three-fold truth regarding 
the righteous.  The second part of the verse speaks to a similar, but basically 
contrasting premise.  As to the first premise, it is evident that an “answer” is the 
goal being held up.  Solomon is seeking to give directions toward this goal and 
they are:  

1. First, there are answers available, but the spiritual character, 
righteousness, of the one seeking them is a key to its’ ultimate 
achievement.   

2. Such answers are not attainable with the simple reading of a principle 
or two.  It takes diligent study with a mind to the apprehension of such 
answers. 

3. Also, study is not a goal unto itself, it is the gaining of the answers 
themselves that must be our aim.   

4. It takes effort, diligently applied and rightly directly that is useful. 
5. We might also note that the effort spoken of must be applied in proper 

fashion.  Again we note that thee must study and that study must be of 
the proper subjects. 

6. We should also say that the “answer” in view here will not just be 
apparent or obvious, it will only come into view if we are willing to 
study and seek it out. 

7. One last item, Solomon is not talking about looking inward and deep 
thinking to take the “answers” from within ourselves.  He is speaking 
of ordering and structuring his opinion via what he gets from his study. 

“The heart of the righteous studies to answer: but the mouth of the 
wicked pours out evil things.” – Proverbs 15:28 (Cf. 18:13; 29:20). 

We want to note that “studies” refer to all the basic understandings of what 
it is to “study”, from meditate, to imagine, to mutter, to muse or devise.  We can 
easily see that the focus of the word here starts (of course) with the reading and 



Studying to Answer (Proverbs 15:28) Page 2 Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

taking in of the text in view, and then using the mind to explore and think 
through that text to arrive at its’ full and true meaning. 

One further thing regarding the first phrase here, we’ve already mentioned 
it… but it seems, according to Solomon, that this is the ONLY way in which the 
answer can be gained.  It doesn’t just announce itself!!  It doesn’t matter to what 
degree we can draw on native intelligence or to what degree we possess 
education or have been a part of some function that uses or brushes up against 
the general topic from which the answer might suggest itself.  There must be a 
diligent pursuit and application of self and mind, as well as a seeking of the 
guidance of God’s Spirit before any answer will show itself. 

Before we move along, the second part of the phrase is that which we need 
to ponder a bit.   

…but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.”  
Proverbs 15:28b 

As always, the two phrases have a conjunction between them.  We have 
said before that Solomon almost always uses this grammatical form to set the 
parts of a verse in proper order and to make his intention clear.  In this case, as 
we have seen before, it is what is called a “contrasting” conjunction designed to 
set and/or illustrate that the two sides of the verse conflict or contradict (to some 
degree at least) one another.   

Whereas the “heart of the righteous” is interested and puts effort into 
learning and grasping what is obviously the correct answer to a given question.  
“BUT” a couple things need to be said about the contrasting truth, according to 
Solomon, is: 

1. The wicked are more interested in their own opinions that true answers. 
2. It can be argued from this verse (an others) that the wicked man thinks 

very highly of his own intelligence and his own reasoning abilities than 
is truly wise. 

3. The result of the prior truths that the wicked man “pours out” things 
that are evil, namely consistent with his own nature. 

We know, from other passage, here in Proverbs and the rest of the OT, not 
to mention the NT, that the power and teaching of the Spirit of God ae necessary 
to enable God’s people to realize and understand truths in God’s Word.  There 
can be understanding apart from the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.  Men 
cannot arrive at the “answers” that are contained in God’s Word and are 
essential to living in a fashion acceptable to God unless they are willing to 
“study” the text wherein they are contained.  We might also note that it is 
possible to discern truth from the world around us, but it does not carry with it 
the authority that God’s Word carries with it. 

The end result is that those who are righteous, in other words, are children 
of God, will set themselves to the study of God’s revelation and will, as a result, 
realize the needed and desired answers from God’s Scripture.  Contrasting to 
that, the “wicked” one, namely the unredeemed will pursue wisdom from his 
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own repository and understanding, drawing from it what he already knows, 
namely the evil answers that demonstrate his nature instead, and demonstrate it 
profoundly (note the use of the word “evil” a powerful word in the OT). 

And so, the good and just man is here represented as employing research, 
thought, and judgment, in order to answer or decide questions which come 
before him. With him it is a matter of conscience what he says. A great contrast 
he affords to the wicked man, who pours forth without premeditation whatever 
comes into his head, even “evil things out of the evil treasure of his heart.” 

There are illustrations of this contrast in the scriptures, of course.  Elihu did wisely and modestly in deferring to answer Job’s friends till 
he had waited for their words and given ear to their reasons, and was 
“full of matter,” constrained by the spirit within him to speak (Job 32).   The rulers among the Jews who poured forth wicked blasphemies 
against our Lord, had so little inquired into His claims as to   suppose Him to have come out of Galilee (John 7:52),   to be the son of Joseph (John 6:42), and   to be aiming at temporal power (John 11:47, etc.).   Had they examined the question of His Messiahship before deciding 
against Him, there would have been more of them like Nicodemus and 
the Arimathean among His disciples. 

Thinking of the matter of application, most of us will acknowledge that it is 
the height of folly to decide a matter without due inquiry and consideration. If 
this be done officially, the folly is seen to be something worse than folly. But the 
habit of mind is the same, whether in a private individual or a public 
functionary, and is here condemned by God. Against this I must be on my guard. 
Its root is an irreligious indifference to God’s claim upon all our faculties. Once 
let the principle be adopted that we are responsible only to ourselves for our 
decisions, that “our lips are our own,” and there is no amount of folly and 
wickedness impossible to us. But the opposite principle acted on, “We are not 
our own,” but belong entirely to God, will produce the opposite effect. Then the 
heart, as His, will be a treasure-house open to all good desires. The mind, as His, 
will apply itself to find out truth. The lips, as His, will be the vent for thoughts 
well-conceived and judgments well-considered. What a contrast such a one to 
the wicked man vomiting forth his wickedness; to the self-sufficient affecting a 
knowledge he possesses not; to the hopeless fool so wise in his own conceit as 
to decide without hearing! I shall find it a good rule not to volunteer an opinion 
on other men’s matters. When asked for one, to take time to consider. To aim at 
being sound rather than at appearing smart. To say nothing for which I cannot 
produce a reason. To be rather silent than talkative. Above all, to speak what 
may tend to profit, avoiding “idle words” as evil. 


