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Enter Not and Do Not Go! 
Proverbs 4:14-15 

Pastor Bill Farrow 

 “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil 
men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.” - Proverbs 

4:14, 15 (Cf. 13:20). 

The immediate section in which we find this verse speaks of what we cold 
speak of as “wisdom practiced” and tells us that wisdom is productive of life, 
health and personal integrity.  The entire section actually, and these two verses 
specifically warn against turning to the path or way of the wicked (vv. 14–15).  
The following couple verses describe such a turning creates an insatiable and 
destructive hunger (v. 16). Solomon then goes on to tells that the hunger alluded 
to is perpetuated by what the path offers those who walk along it: the bread of 
wickedness and the wine of violence, v. 17. 

He starts with one of the general references to a “path” meaning the general 
way that one walks and conducts his life.  It is interesting that he seems clear 
that even for believers, the “path” of the wicked can be chosen and embarked 
up, perhaps temporarily or even in an ongoing fashion.  The first two phrases are 
really speak basically of the same idea, just described in subtly different 
fashions.  We might see the first phrase as suggesting individual behavior as the 
reference to the “wicked” can be taken as singular and suggests that we consider 
the particular things that can make their appeal to us as individual people.   

The second phrase seems to be directing us to think in a more general and 
even group fashion.  “…and go not in the way of evil men” can be seen to 
encourage us to think in terms of the basic path that those around us have taken 
to following  The encouragement is for us to think our way through our 
individual behavior and tendencies and also take a close and analytical look at 
the society amongst whom we dwell with an aim toward seeing to it that wicked 
and evil ways are forsaken and, by implication, that the ways of holiness are 
embraced.   

We also find it fascinating that Solomon is very emphatic about how he tells 
us to deal with what we see in our own tendencies as well as what we perceive 
in the society and social group of which we are a part.  He tells us to “avoid it, 
pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away”. 

 To “avoid” speaks of seeing to it that we don’t even come near to it, 
even within the sight of a thing.  It can be used in reference to things 
that cause some difficulty and to the “avoiding” of those things.  For 
instance, I am allergic to both penicillin and to cocoanut.  Because this 
is so, I “avoid” any contact with those things, lest I find myself 
“enjoying” its’ grip.  Concerning penicillin, I can’t even come in 
contact with it, let alone take it internally.  I must avoid it altogether!! 

 “Pass not by it” speaks of not even exposing yourself to, don’t even 
look at or come near it in some other fashion.   
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 “Turn from it” makes us think of the idea of something that we know 
is negative or detrimental to us, perhaps very unpleasant.  Rather than 
even take some minor or quick exposure, we, rather, see to it that we 
don’t go anywhere or even direction that might lead to or expose us to 
it.  It is the most severe warning yet!!  Don’t even hint at that direction 
of give any chance that you might be exposed to it or come in contact 
with it! 

 “Pass away” (or pass on) in some addresses the matter from the point 
of view that there is already some sort of contact with the matter (or 
thing) in mind, and that just remove ourselves from it, letting it “pass 
away”.  This one, it can be seen, might be urging us to think of this 
matter, not just in terms of things, but also in terms of mental and 
emotional matters, habits and the like. 

Ultimately, I think we should conclude that Solomon’s counsel is for us to 
examine BOTH what is, in fact, our own inner habits and temptation, our own 
personal “path” and also look carefully around us and be sure that we are not 
joining in with the habits and indulgences of the world around us.  We MUST 
do whatever, and all that is needful to see to it that we have set ourselves apart 
from all of the terrible sin that is a part of human existence.  Solomon does a 
good and forceful job of showing us what our duty is and what the importance is 
for us to see to it that our lives reflect what godliness ought to shown and lived. 

Just to rehearse what we see as the interpretation here - The advice is, not so 
much as to set thy foot on the path of the wicked or habitually vicious man. But 
if you have, by any chance been thrown into it, then be sure that you do not go 
on in it. Avoid it with detestation, yea, avoid nearness to it, for even the very 
border-lands of temptation is dangerous.  Do what is needful to see to it that you 
avoid it and do not even go near to it. 

As always, there are a number of illustrations that help us to more clearly 
see what it is we’re saying here: 

 Lot, Dinah, Solomon himself, and the Apostle Peter, are all instances of 
the danger of rashly venturing into temptation.  

 Moses also, we can see, escaped from evil associations by casting in his 
lot with God’s people.  

 Daniel and his three friends avoided fellowship with idolaters, and kept 
themselves pure.  

 Also, Paul issued truly high praise, given by the Lord to the Church of 
Ephesus, “Thou canst not bear them which are evil” (Rev. 2:2). 

Thinking by way of application I think it is clear that Solomon’s intention, 
at least to some degree, is that it is the avoidance of bad company that is the 
highest wisdom; speedy withdrawal from it the next wisest step. He who is not 
afraid of temptation is not afraid of sin, and there is no foolhardiness so gross as 
this. I must remember that my heart is predisposed to evil. Were it not, however 
difficult, instead of easy, would it be to persuade me to it! In His mercy, God 
forbids the tampering with temptation, just as He forbade our first parents even 
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to touch the forbidden fruit present in the Garden of Eden. For, to a large degree,  
do I not know (ahead of time) that the very sight of many kinds of evil is 
seductive, and that to hear of the pleasures of sin whets the appetite for enjoying 
them? But these truths are exactly the way that the Scripture describes them and 
seeks to warn us and pre-arm us in order for us to avoid them and keep ourselves 
clean!   

And is it not also certain that I am prone to fall into some offences more out 
of custom than out of love for them? It is difficult if not impossible to breathe a 
germ-filled and infectious air, and not be infected. This is why, in places where 
such dangerous labs, where infection and other deadly viruses and the like are 
investigated, the scientists wear such safety masks and the like as can keep the 
dangerous at bay!   

And so, by way of application, my true wisdom surely is to keep out of and 
carefully avoid the path of the wicked. I may, indeed, not be able to avoid them 
altogether. They may cross my path. I may be thrown with them in my necessary 
business and daily life. But clearly, wisdom is that, I am not to go out of the 
world. But I shall need in that case the more prayer and watchfulness to be kept 
from the evil that is in the world. I must avoid all fellowship which hinders 
fellowship with God, and loosens the fast hold of instruction. And I must not 
forget that the world has its counterfeit religion, and is most dangerous when 
apparently least so! 

May fellowship with Christ, through His holy Sacrament, keep me 
safe from the fellowship of the wicked! 


