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Greetings to the Romans from Paul 
Romans 1:3–5  

Pastor Bill Farrow 

3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed 
of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God 

with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead. 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for 

obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,  

Paul has already mentioned that his topic as a separated and Apostolic 
bondservant of the Lord Jesus Christ given over to the service of the Gospel that 
was promised beforehand by means of the OT Prophets and writers of the Holy 
Scriptures which spoke concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus, born of the 
seed of David as far as the flesh is concerned.  We should  note that Paul notes 
that Jesus was born as the seed of David “according to the flesh”.  The 
suggestion here is that, as we know from quite a number of other passages that 
Jesus was the King of Israel from eternity past, that he took up the flesh to 
accomplish the task that God desired for our Savior to accomplish; preaching the 
Gospel to men, confronting Israel with their need to submit themselves to God, 
to fulfill the Law of God to make Himself the perfect Lamb of Who was able to 
be the perfect sacrifice for sin and His redemptive death on Calvary to make 
atonement for the sins of all who had already and would believe; to raise up 
from that death to demonstrate God’s acceptance of the sacrifice He had offered.  
And this is not the sum of what Jesus accomplished while here on earth. 

Paul tells us that Jesus was declared by God the Father to be the Son of 
God in power when he was raised from the dead (see Matt. 28:6) and installed 
at God’s right hand as the messianic King. As the eternal Son of God, he has 
reigned forever with the Father and the Holy Spirit. But this verse refers to Jesus 
as the God-man reigning in messianic power (“Son of God” was a Jewish title 
for the Messiah), and this reign began (i.e., was declared or initiated) at a certain 
point in salvation history, i.e., when Jesus was raised from the dead through the 
Holy Spirit. according to the Spirit of holiness. Christ’s great power is always 
connected to the holiness of the Holy Spirit as he works in the new covenant 
age. 

As a matter of full statement and eloquent declaration, he tells us that Jesus 
was conceived in a virgin’s womb by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35; cf. Is. 7:14), 
and was delivered normally. The word “born” emphasizes that He is an actual 
historical figure. Many well known ancient writers, including the Roman 
historian Tacitus (Annals 15.44), the familiar Jewish historian Josephus 
(Antiquities, 2.18.3), and a scholar named Pliny the Younger (Letters 10.96, 97) 
verify Jesus’ historicity. In addition to this, there are many, many writers, 
historians and writers who assert that there was such an one.  Contrary to what 
so many declare today, Jesus was an actual individual who, thus, did the actual 
things that the Bible declares that He did.  We need not scratch our heads, 
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wondering it is so.  And just as a note, God Himself bears witness, in an 
admittedly subjective fashion that this is so but giving testimony to those who 
seek the truth that what the Word of God tells us can be trusted and ought be 
heeded by all men. 

3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed 
of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God 

with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead. 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for 

obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,  

Paul speaks of the Jesus as “seed of David” for a very good reason.  The 
OT had prophesied that Messiah would be in the lineage of David (2 Sam. 7:12, 
13; Ps. 89:3, 4, 19, 24; Is. 11:1–5; Jer. 23:5, 6). Both Mary, Jesus’ mother (Luke 
3:23, 31), and Joseph, his legal father (Matt. 1:6, 16; Luke 1:27), were 
descendants of David. We must take it to be so that John makes believing that 
Christ has come in the flesh a crucial test of orthodoxy (1 John 4:2, 3). Because 
He is fully human - as well as fully God - He can serve as man’s substitute (John 
1:29; 2 Cor. 5:21) and as a sympathetic High-Priest (Heb. 4:15, 16).  Were this 
not so, that Jesus was “born of the seed of David according to the flesh”, the 
wonderful works He did by means of that flesh would not have been possible.   

Some suggest that all of this was not necessary and God could simply have 
made a declaration, and all of it would have been so.  Not to demean the power 
or authority of God, but God set forth to Law for a reason and He could not have 
just “ordered it to be” without violating His justice, holiness and righteousness.  
He gave the Law to demonstrate Who He was and what He expected of those 
who created and allowed to come to be.  Beautifully, He demonstrated those 
very aspects of His nature by sending/coming Himself in the person of His only 
begotten Son to fulfill that Law fully and then to give Himself in payment for 
the sin debt by those (read everyone) who had violated that standard, namely, 
His Law.   

We go on a bit further and see that Jesus was: 

4 …declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 

This tells us at least four things: 
1. Jesus, by means of was happened at the cross and the tomb, was 

shown to be, or proved to be, the “Son of God”. 
2. These events happened in satisfaction of and by the power of the 

“Spirit of holiness”; that is, speaking of the absolute holiness of the 
God of heaven, not by means of the power of man. 

3. The resurrection from the dead was a powerful part of what 
showed Jesus to be Who He came to be. 
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4. Paul was convinced that was really dead, and that He was raised 
from death as a part of the fulfillment of God’s plan to provide 
redemption for man. 

The Apostle goes on and enlarges on his teaching in verse 5: 

5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience 
to the faith among all nations for His name, 

He starts verse 5 with a Greek preposition that we might translate as 
“Because” or “On account of”, or even as a combination of the two - that is why 
many translators use the word “Through”!!  The idea is one of that which leads a 
person or a thing from one place “through” to another.  It virtually is used of the 
idea of taking one through something difficult and out the other side.  Here, it 
speaks of Jesus who took him, Paul the unredeemed Jewish Pharisee, “through” 
and helped Paul to emerge out the other side having receive grace and into 
Apostleship.  The implication is that it was the grace of God that enabled him to 
be obedient and to be God’s obedient preacher of the faith with the implication 
that it was this that enabled him to be the preacher of the Gospel that he was 
over the nations.  We might also note that he speaks of BOTH Grace and 
Apostleship.  It seems that he is speaking here of two ideas - Paul became a man 
redeemed by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus; as well an Apostle and preacher of 
righteousness to the world.   

We should likewise note that he finishes verse five with Paul’s statement 
that he does what he does “…for His Name”.  A variety of this short phrase, “in 
His Name” is used 12 times in the Bible.  Interestingly, it is split evenly between 
that OT and the NT.  in the OT, we see it in Deut. 6:13; 10:8 and 10:20.  It is 
used once in 1 Chron. 23:13; Jeremiah uses it in chapter 20:9.  The minor 
Prophet Zechariah uses it in Zech. 10:12.  In the NT Gospels it is used on 
Matthew 12:21; Luke 24:47; and 3 times in John: 1:12, 2:23, and 20:31.  Luke, 
the writer of the Book of Acts uses it in Acts 3:16.   

David uses Paul’s specific phrase in what is called “The Shepherd’s Psalm:  
Psalm 23:3.  He uses it as well in 106:8 and in 148:13.  The Phrase used here in 
Romans 1:5 is found 5 other times here in the NT.  Mark 6:14; twice in Acts; 
5:41 and 16:4.  John uses it in 1 John 2:12 and in 3 John 7.  Paul use here in 
Romans 1:5, rounds out the uses of the two phrases. 

The translated “for” here can be understood to mean “on behalf of” to speak 
of doing something for the sake mentioned.  Paul says here, then, it is his 
understanding, not tom mention his overwhelming desire apparently, that what 
he does as the “Apostle of God” he does, will do “for His Name”.  What he 
means is that his main intention is to lift the Name or reputation of Jesus Christ.  
He wanted all that he did as an Apostle of God to lift that Great Name before all 
whom he took it to.  He desired his preaching of the Gospel to being all of those 
to whom he ministered to “obedience” to the Gospel.   
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Ought that not be our own desire for all of those to whom God privileges us 
to bear witness to?  Likewise, ought not we work and guide all of what we seek 
to do to serve that end?  Needless to say, I suspect so!! 


