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The Collision of God and Sin 
24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 

having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you 
were healed.  
1 Peter 2:24. 

The relation of God and sin is a question that many people seem to “love” 
asking.  Why did God allow sin to enter the world and not prevent it?  How can 
God judge sin and sinners for something that He allowed to happen, and did 
nothing, even though a solution was well-within His capability?  Many, in our 
modern world, take a condemning tone toward our Lord and seem to be 
charging Him with evil when the begin to speak of these issues.  I think the best 
and most logical conclusion at which to arrive in this matters is to remember that 
men are, because of our relationship to Adam, recipients of the curse God placed 
on Adam and all of his descendants.  As a result, all men, every one of them 
(according to Romans and 2), has a “bent” toward sin, a knowledge of God and 
their accountability to Him, and thus, a natural rebelliousness as a part of His 
natural thinking and feeling.  Additionally, men are given, dramatically, to their 
own views and opinions.  They are really not, unless drawn by God’s Holy 
Spirit, not interested in hearing anything spiritual other than what they already 
think or are persuaded concerning.   

The word imputation comes from the Latin word imputare, meaning “to 
reckon,” “to charge to one’s account,” and relates to the problem of how sin is 
charged to every person. The basic Scripture is Romans 5:12, which teaches that 
sin entered the world through Adam. The interpretation of that verse determines 
one’s view of imputation. Historically, there have been four major views of how 
sin is imputed to the human race. 

There are a number of different views concerning the imputation or placing 
of Adam’s sin upon all men (and women).  History as given each view a name, 
and we see that they try to tie that view to a passage of Scripture, and to Adam 
in some way.  There is also a way that each view seeks to relate to man in 
general and they are generally held by a group of people in modern times. 

The Pelagian view. Pelagius was a British monk born about a.d. 370 who 
taught his strange doctrines at Rome in a.d. 409. Modern Unitarians continue his 
basic scheme of doctrine. Pelagius taught that God created every soul directly 
(he despised the traducian theory), and that every soul therefore was innocent 
and unstained. No created soul had any direct relation to the sin of Adam; the 
only significance of Adam’s sin upon humanity was the bad example. Pelagius, 
therefore, did not view Romans 5:12 as affecting all humanity; it did not. No sin 
of Adam was imputed to the human race; only those acts of sin that people 
themselves committed were imputed to them. Moreover, man did not die 
because he sinned but because of the law of nature. Adam would have died even 
if he had not sinned. Pelagius and his doctrines were condemned at the Council 
of Carthage in a.d. 418. 
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Pelagius’s teaching ran contrary to the Scriptures on a number of points. He 
taught that man did not die because of sin, yet Scripture affirms the opposite 
(Ezek. 18:20; Rom. 6:23). Pelagius taught that man did not have a natural 
tendency toward sin, but Scripture affirms the opposite (Rom. 3:9–18). If the 
Pelagian view is followed out logically, then each person born free of the sin of 
Adam would require an individual “fall,” or there would be some perfect people.  
Pelagianism is embraced by several religious groups today, among whom are the Unitarians. 

The Arminian view. Jacobus Arminius (1560–1609) was a Dutch 
theologian. The Arminian view is similar to semi-Pelagianism and is 
representative in the Methodist church, Wesleyans, Pentecostals, and others. In 
thought similar to Pelagianism, Arminius taught that man was not considered 
guilty because of Adam’s sin. When people would voluntarily and purposefully 
choose to sin even though they had power to live righteously—then, and only 
then, would God impute sin to them and count them guilty. Although man does 
not possess original righteousness because of Adam’s sin, “God bestows upon 
each individual from the first dawn of consciousness a special influence of the 
Holy Spirit, which is sufficient to counteract the effect of the inherited depravity 
and to make obedience possible, provided the human will cooperates, which it 
still has power to do.” Thus Arminius recognized an effect from Adam’s sin but 
not in the sense of total depravity; through divine enablement man could still 
make righteous choices. Romans 5:12 is not understood as all humanity 
suffering the effect of Adam’s sin and death; but rather because of the individual 
agreement with Adam’s act is sin imputed to the individual.  Quite a few 
modern groups follow Pelagius’ teaching today; the Methodist Church and other 
Wesleyan groups, most Pentecostals, and the majority of Holiness groups as 
well. 

The Federal view. The federal view was originally propounded by 
Cocceius (1603–1669) and became a standard of belief in Reformed theology. It 
was taught by men like Charles Hodge; J. Oliver Buswell, Jr.; and Louis 
Berkhof. This view is called the federal view because Adam is seen as the 
federal head or representative of the entire human race. God entered into a 
covenant of works with Adam whereby He promised to bless Adam and thereby 
the entire human race with eternal life if Adam obeyed. Disobedience would 
bring suffering to the entire human race. As a result of Adam’s sin, since he was 
the representative of the human race, his sin plunged the entire human race into 
suffering and death. Through the one sin of Adam, sin and death are imputed to 
all humanity because all humanity was represented in Adam. Charles Hodge 
defines the view:  

“…in virtue of the union, federal and natural, between Adam and 
his posterity, his sin, although not their act, is so imputed to them 
that it is the judicial ground of the penalty threatened against him 

coming also upon them.” 
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There are a number of modern groups that hold the Federal view as truth; 
most Presbyterians and many other groups that follow after Covenant Theology. 

The Augustinian view. This view is named after Augustine (a.d. 354–430) 
and has been more recently held by Calvin, Luther, Shedd, and Strong. This 
view teaches that the statement “all sinned” in Romans 5:12 suggests that all 
humanity was a participant in Adam’s sin. Just as Levi (although not yet born) 
paid tithes to Melchizedek through Abraham in that Levi was “seminally 
present” in Abraham (Heb. 7:9–10), in a similar way, all humanity was 
“seminally present” in Adam when Adam sinned and therefore all humanity 
participated in the sin. Therefore, the sin of Adam and the resultant death is 
charged to all humanity because all humanity is guilty. God holds all humanity 
guilty because all humanity is guilty.  There are an increasing number of church 
groups that hold this view as truth; Early were the Reformers and later, many 
Calvinist groups. 

 
The Cross of Jesus is the revelation of God’s judgment on sin. If there was 

no guilt in the world, no bearing of and responsibility of and responsibility 
before God for that guilt, the Christ would not have been said to have come for 
the sins of the world.  Had Adams’ sin not been passed to all men, the Word of 
God would not say that it was.  But the Scripture does proclaim that there is real 
guilt and that Jesus bore that guilt for us all, not just for Adam when He came 
and died.  It is legitimate to understand that Jesus’ coming into the world was a 
voluntary act on His part.  He was not forced or compelled to come.  He came 
because God required that there be a satisfaction of His wrath that would fall on 
all sinners in judgment and the love of God, demonstrated to be the reason for 
Christs’ coming.   

Never tolerate the idea of martyrdom about the Cross of Jesus Christ. The 
Cross was a superb triumph in which the foundations of hell were shaken. There 
is nothing more certain in Time or Eternity than what Jesus Christ did on the 
Cross: He switched the whole of the human race back into a right relationship 
with God. He made Redemption the basis of human life, that is, He made a way 
for every son of man to get into communion with God.  Jesus was not merely a 
Martyr for the sin of Adam and for the rest of us.  Christ actually bore the sins of 
Adam and the rest of mankind, He stood, before God in their place before God 
and the penalty He suffered was the due of Adam and the rest of us.  He was 
guilty before God for the sins of all those who would believe. 

The Cross did not simply happen to Jesus: He came on purpose for it.  He is 
“the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” The whole meaning of the 
Incarnation is the Cross. He came to live and to obey the Law for us so that He 
could be the perfect Lamb of God and so able to yield Himself as that perfect 
sacrifice acceptable to God.  Beware of separating God manifest in the flesh 
from the Son becoming sin. The Incarnation was for the purpose of Redemption. 
God the Son became incarnate for the purpose of putting away sin; not for the 
purpose of Self-realization. This was His primary purpose for taking on the flesh 
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of created man.  Though He walked among all men as the best example of the 
Servant of God that has ever walked here, it was His sole, or most significant 
purpose for coming.  Neither was the teaching, though marvelous and very, very 
instructive and enlightening, the main reason He came.  We must be among 
those who realize and proclaim that Jesus ought to be seen as One Who came to 
deal with sin, and not merely as a moral teacher or to be an illustration of how a 
good guy behaves and treats others. 

The Cross is the center of Time and of Eternity, the answer to the enigmas 
of both.  The Cross is not the cross of a man but the Cross of God, and the Cross 
of God can never be realized in human experience. The Cross is the exhibition 
of the nature of God, the gateway whereby any individual of the human race can 
enter into union with God. When we get to the Cross, we do not go through it; 
we abide in the life to which the Cross is the gateway.  The center of salvation is 
the Cross of Jesus, and the reason it is so easy to obtain salvation is because it 
cost God so much. The Cross is the point where God and sinful man merge with 
a crash and the way to life is opened—but the crash is on the heart of God. 


